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The Will of God? 


OME WITH ME to some slum in the dark back streets of 
C a huge city, where men’s lives and services are means to 
other men’s ends, where there is disease of body and dis- 
tortion of mind, where evil festers and grows in sordid and 
terrible conditions, where men have not even the spirit to 
rebel, but accept their lot with a listless apathy that is more 
terrible than a revolution. And if you say concerning those 
stunted lives, ‘““This is the will of God,’’ I say to you that this 
is a greater blasphemy than the denial of the Holy Trinity. 
Industrial oppression, selfish greed, the denial of God’s gifts 
to his own children because of the greed of the few, the horror 
of war—these things spell a greater atheism than any verbal 
arguments man has devised. . . . Call these things evil, 
call some of them inevitable evil because of widespread sin, 
but don’t call them the will of God. 


—From THE WILL OF GOD by Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville and New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 
Article on Liturgy’s 





‘Fatal Lure’ Draws Approval and Criticism 





‘*Pire! Fire! In Noah’s Flood”’ 
Sirs: 

Chaplain Stroup has said many things 
justly and well in his “The Fatal Lure 
of Liturgy” (Oct. 1. However, if his 
article is meant primarily for Southern 
Presbyterians, it strikes me that he is 
among those who, according to Samuel 
Butler, would go right on “crying ‘Fire!’ 
Fire!’ in Noah's flood.” Also, it is not cor- 
rect to say, “Pageantry has always offend- 
ed the true mystic.” For a fairer view of 
the place of the liturgy in mystical ex- 
perience one snvuuld read the chapter en- 
titled “The Witness of the Liturgy” in the 
late Evelyn Underhill’s book The Mystic 
Way. Miss Underhill, incidentally, could 
never be described as one with “a woefut 
ignorance of the real character of mysti- 
cal experience.” 

J. M. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


Has Seen the Service 


WALKER, JR. 


Sirs: 
Chaplain Stroup’s discussion is certainly 
to the point. Some of us have viewed 


with grave concern the tendency toward 
“The Fatal Lure of Liturgy” in the “Re- 
formed” churches. Curiously enough, it 
has been but a short time since I attended 
a service in a Methodist church right here 
in Baltimore—a service that is exactly 
described, in the first paragraph of Chap- 
lain Stroup’s article. 

I read his article in Harper’s some time 
ago and was much impressed with its san- 
ity and realism. 

I'll say again, as I have said before, 
that your editorial policy is stimulating 
and challenging. The articles and the 
editorials have the breath of life in them! 

CHAS. G. REIGNER, President. 
The H. M. Rowe Co., 
Baltimore. 


Dangers in Days and Seasons 
Sirs: 

Chaplain Stroup has bravely sounded a 
needed warning in his Philippic against 
the encroachment of ritualism among 
Protestants. It is a searching article, and 
I trust will be widely read and earnestly 
heeded by Protestants everywhere—and 
especially by “Southern” Presbyterians. 
I have always wondered why we follow 
the Roman Catholic program of “days and 
seasons” with ever increasing participa- 
tion. We should have some definite recug- 
nition of “Resurrection Day”’—but why 
call it after the pagan goddess “Easter” 
any more than we would call a day set 
apart for special recognition of the Holy 
Spirit “Baal Sunday’’? (Christmas, at 
least, has the dear name of Christ in it!) 
And what about the observance of the 
“Lenten season” and of “Holy Week"”— 
which is becoming more and more preva- 
lent in the Presbyterian church? And 
what of the “altar crosses” advertised 
and sold by our own “Presbyterian Book 
Stores”? Thus in not too subtle ways our 
church is being encouraged in its drift 
towards ritualism. 

J. H. VISER. 
Greenville, S. C. 


Hearty Amens, But— 


Sirs: 
Russell Stroup wrote with his custo- 
mary skill and vigor when he exposed 


the “fatal lure of liturgy,” but for all my 
hearty “amens” to his article I am still, 
after reading it carefully, an unrecon- 
structed high-church Presbyterian, 

It is true enough, as Major Stroup con- 
tends, that the perils of formalism are 
always with us and I agree that we need 


to guard against the very seductive for- 
malism into which ritual may lead us. 
But when he says flatly that “the return 
to ritualism is only another sign of the 
decadence of Protestantism,” he fails to 
be as discriminating as he might be. 
Kitualism may be a sign of a decaying 
church, but on the other hand it may be 
a sign of a growing church. 

We cannot say too often that spiritual 
vitality is more important than ritual 
forms. But why think of the two as 
necessarily in conflict? Ritual need not 
be the enemy of righteousness, nor need 
forms kill faith. We can have both, and 
all that many liturgical Protestants are 
trying to do is to give us both. They 
are simply trying to put beauty, color, 
and artistic symbols into harness, along 
with truth and goodness, as servants of 
the soul of man. 

Some people may not care for that, any 
more than some people care for grand 
opera; but, exactly as a man’s taste for 
grand opera should not be taken as evi- 
dence that he is losing his love for music, 
so a demand for liturgy ought not to be 
taken to indicate that he is losing his 
religion. It is possible indeed that even 
the “anachronism of an academic gown,” 
when worn by the preacher, may serve 
for many people as a far more fitting re- 
minder of a great historic past than would 
the ultra-modern symbolism of a suit by 
Hart, Schaffner and Marx. (I forbear to 
comment on the Easter-bonnet surrealism 
of certain garments worn by some “sim- 
ple” and non-liturgical choirffis.) 

As good Protestants, I think we ought 
to avoid, as we would a plague, all out- 
ward form and show that has no higher 
purpose than to catch and tickle the eye; 
but we also need to remember, as Dr. 
Charles E, Jefferson once reminded us, 
that man is a creature with five senses, 
not one or two, and there is no reason 
why we should not summon “all the five 
senses to take part in the worship of 
God.” Certainly when dignified, spirit- 
filled ritual forms are rightly used, they 
make (other things being equal) for a 
far more rich and helpful service than 
do many of the slipshod, irreverent con- 
coctions of “extemporized mediocrity” 
which too often pass for Christian wor- 
ship. 

J. H. MARION, JR. 
Grace Covenant Church, 
Richmond, Va. 


The Episcopal Budget 
Sirs: 

I am sure you will want to correct an 
error in your article, “See Their Banners 
Go” (Sept. 24), concerning the adminis- 
tration of the Episcopal Church. In this 
article you remarked quite correctly that 
in 1919 all the agencies of the Episcopal 
Church merged their budgets, thus mak- 
ing one appeal to the church. However, 
you add, “by now one organization after 
another has gone its separate way with 
its own direct appeal.” This is not so. 
The missionary, benevolent, and educa- 
tional work of the Episcopal Church is 
still all placed in one budget and is all 
raised by a single annual appeal to the 
communicants of the church. 

I read THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
with deep interest each week. I congra- 
tulate the editors upon the high standards 
of the magazine. With them I look for 
the day when the churches of America 
and all the world can be reunited. 

FREDERICK J. WARNECKE, 
Editor. 
The Southern Churchman, 
Richmond, Va. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE.—Sorry. Evidently we 
misinterpreted what was written to us by 
Dr. Clark, secretary of the denomination’s 
National Council: “In 1919 the council 
asked all such church groups inde. 
pendently organized, and which go out 
to the church for their necessary budgets, 
to merge their budgets with the National 
Council budget and make one appeal to 
the church. This was done, and very suc- 
cessfully... This practice, however, has 
been changed gradually by mutual con- 
sent, these other organizations going 
back to their previous status and mak- 
ing their independent appeals to the 
ehurch for their funds. We still con- 
tribute toward their expenses. ...” He 
probably does not include “the mission- 
ary, benevolent and educational program” 
in this reference—only extra or inde- 
pendent groups. 

We Never Refuse a ‘‘Northern’’ 

Member 
Sirs: 

I was born in ‘61. Hence, my life-span 
is co-existent with the split in our be- 
loved church. In ’83 I joined the Presby- 
terian Church in central New York. In 
’84 I married a young lady in that church, 
We spent up to our 60th wedding anni- 
versaries together. We reared nine chil- 
dren. In 1906 came south in lumber. 
Gave to late B. F. Bedinger, pastor of 
Ebenezer church, west of Blackstone, Va., 
church letters for myself, my wife, and 
four of the children. Elder daughter had 
married a Baptist. Under his ministry 
the other four children soon joined the 
same church. Later the church voted to 
move to the new town of Kenbridge and 
build. I was made an elder and chair- 
man of building committee. I drew the 
plan and with my two sawmills and one 
planing-mill, I cut every piece of lum- 
ber, 

During this time I have seen a lot, and 
questions arise. In 40 years a large num- 
ber of northern people have handed church 
letters to our elders. Have we ever turned 
down one such letter? Is a man any worse 
as he stands north of the Mason and 
Dixon Line today than he will be tomor- 
row with his face this way, and his tools 
of trade, his mills and his trucks, ready 
to help to build up the sunny Southland? 


E. A. SKILLMAN. 
Petersburg, Va. 


Elucidation 
Sirs: 

Iam going to display my ignorance by 
asking you to interpret the conglomera- 
tion of words you publish on this week’s 
OUTLOOK on the front cover (Oct. 1). 

I would like to have this in words of 
one syllable, so I can know what he is 
talking about. 

W. L. GILBERT, Vice-President. 
Gilbert Engineering Co., 
Statesville, N. C. 


@EDITOR’s NOTE—Taking this request 
seriously, let us say that the quotation 
was from a newly-published book writ- 
ten, not by preachers, but by two down- 
to-earth laymen, chiefly Roger Babson, 
the well-known statistician. These writ- 
ers warn against a religion that is so 
“spiritual” that it closes its eyes to the 
hard facts of life and refuses traffic with 
them, a religion that piously utters, 
“Lord, Lord” in inner life and sanctuary, 
but out in the world where men are liv- 
ing, refuses to do what Christ says. In 
their judgment, religion is (or should be) 
concerned with everything men are en- 
gaged in, not only as individuals but also 
as social groups. 


0, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
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Revision of Social 
Order Seen as Basic 
Christian Objective 
Alston Article Scores Failure 

To Make United Effort 


Though the church has sometimes 
been confused as to what her mission 
is, “let us assert unequivocally that the 
church’s primary task is to produce 
Christians who individually and collec- 
tively will change the heart of the social 
order,” says Wallace M. Alston, minister 
of the Druid Hills cuhrch, Atlanta, in 
Presbyterian Women for November. Dr. 
Alston discusses ‘‘What Is Ahead for the 
Church?” 

In his analysis of situations which the 
church must meet, he calls attention to 
opposition from forces outside—those 
who see Christianity as a menace to 
all they stand and work for; a resur- 
gent nationalism and isolationism; re- 
cialism and class strife; opposition to 
the missionary enterprise; Godless ma- 
terialism; and narrow sectarianism. 


Most. Serious Troubles Within 


This Atlanta pastor declares that far 
more serious troubles within the church 
must be dealt with—forces more sub- 
tle, more difficult to combat, and more 
capable of inflicting permanent harm. 
The church has suffered, in his judg- 
ment, from uncertainty as to its mes- 
sage and sometimes from confusion as 
to its mission. As for the spirit of di- 
visiveness with which the church is af- 
flicted, Dr. Alston declares: ‘‘There is 
little excuse for sectarianism and de- 
nominational competition in a broken 
and confused world. We Christians 


‘ ought to be utterly ashamed of ourselves 


for our failure at such a time to make 
a united and compelling impact when 
we speak and act.”’ 

Worldliness within the church, as he 
sees it, is a serious trouble. ‘Our 
American churches are filled with nice, 
respectable people who differ very lit- 
tle in their thinking or behavior from 
people who do not belong to the 
churches,”’ he writes. ‘“‘No more subtle 
danger to the integrity of the Christian 
Church threatens than this lack of dis- 
tinctiveness in the lives of the people 
who belong to our churches,” 

In concluding his article, Dr. Alston 
declares: ‘‘I see on the horizon a revital- 
ized church, fully capable of accepting 
the strategic opportunities of the pres- 
ent hour. 


THOMAS KAY YOUNG 





While others forge ahead he is not con- 
tent with a failing enterprise. 





placed in a Church within the churches. 
The days ahead will bring it more 
clearly into view. The church is still 
God’s appointed instrument for bring- 
ing his will to fulfillment on the earth. 
God’s intentions are not ultimately at 
the mercy of man’s caprice. God does 
not require another instrument. He can 
and will purge the church of dross and 
lift it by his power for the accomplish- 
ment of his purposes on the earth.” 


UB and Evangelical Churches 
Move Nearer to Union 


Harrisburg, Pa. (RNS).—WMerger of 
the Evangelical Church and the United 
Brethren in Christ moved a step closer 
here as the East Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence of the latter denomination became 
the 2ist of its 28 sectional groups to 
approve the plans for union. 

Under the constitution of the United 
Brethren in Christ, three-fourths of its 
sectional conferences must approve the 
proposal. With that requirement ful- 
filled, the question will now be carried 
into each individual congregation where 
a simple majority must vote in favor of 
the merger. 


The union, which it is expected will 
be consummated next year, will unite 
about 800,000 persons under the prob- 
able name of “The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church.” The Evangelical 
Church approved plans for the merger 


My faith for the future isthree years ago, 


Church is Called By 
Moderator to Scorn 


Complacent Attitude 


Dr. Young Says Presbyterian Policy 


Of ‘‘Mere Maintenance’’ Won’t Do 


In addressing the Synod of Alabama, 
Thomas Kay Young of Memphis, mode- 
rator of the Presbyterian, US, General 
Assembly, challenged his hearers to a 
more adequate effort in advancing the 
home missionary and evangelistic pro- 
gram of the church to keep pace with 
growing needs. Pointing to evidences 
of outstanding failure, he called upon 
church leaders to extend their work, to 
“engage in soul winning as a positive 
and persistent business of life,’’ and to 
form chapels, fostering their growth un- 
til they are able to stand alone. 

“Our fathers flocked to this country 
to appropriate a land given, as they 
believed, of God for the establishment 
of a Christian civilization,” he said. 
“Their aspirations were Christian, their 
philosophy Christian, ther declared mo- 
tives and purposes and world relations 
were Christian. They unblushingly 
sought to make the nation’s basic insti- 
tutions—home, school, state and church 
—Christian. For several generations 
their policy was virile, passionate and 
progressive. But even before the na- 
tion was formed there came into vogue 
the false notion that we could best serve 
the intelligent and settled groups. We 
failed to win the equally promising but 
more conservative classes. We did not 
follow the pioneers into the open spaces 
which gradually became the nation ex- 
tended. During those decades we lost 
to a signal degree the primacy we had 
earlier won. 


Inadequate Home Missions Policy 


“Since our becoming a sectional church 
we have followed an all too staid and 
inadequate policy of home missions. We 
seemed to lack vision of what was de- 
veloping before our eyes. While other 
and less ably equipped bodies forged 
ahead and grew into powerful religious 
bodies, we were placing a station here 
and there, but contenting ourselves with 
a mere maintenance of weak churches, 
which is obviously a failing enterprise. 
And all the while we were as compla- 
cent as if we had been keeping pace with 
the swelling, expanding nation.” 

Looking at the present situation, Dr. 
Young said, ‘‘Now we find ourselves out- 
stripped by younger groups; unprepared 
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to send out colonies because we lack 
recruits to carry on the work, and dan- 
gerously unconcerned whether we shall 
have representation in eounties and 
grov'ng cities multiplying around us. 

“Tie new emphasis of the General 
Assembly is a challenge to make this 
tragedy our local and personal respon- 
sibility. Our evangelistic*appeal is a 
eall to every believer to engage in soul 
winning as a positive and persistent 
business of life. And the chapel pro- 
gram is an appeal to each congregation 
to survey its community with a practi- 
cal purpose of planting a new unit 
which it will nurture and encourage, 
even as a parent cultures a child, until 
it has resource for its own life and serv- 
ice. There can be no worthier spring 
of pride than to share in this awakening 
and long-past-due undertaking.” 


Other emphases made by Dr. Young 
included the necessity of having the 
Presbyterian Church, US, re-think its 
work among Negroes, and the establish- 
ment of a more vigorous policy for this 
work. Regarding the church’s educa- 
tional institutions (Alabama is now 
chiefly concerned with Southwestern) 
the moderator warned that a failure to 
make these institutions strong would 
bring a defeat ‘“‘from which we will not 
recover.” 


Warner Hall Is Moderator 


Synod’s moderator was Warner L. 
Hall, pastor of the Tuscaloosa church. 
Under newly revised rules the moder- 
ator for next year was placed in nomina- 
tion. He is David H. Edington, Mun- 
roeville, 

For thirteen years the Synod of Ala- 
bama has been embarrassed by a large 
debt created by the death of Alabama 
Military Institute, for which the synod 
had some responsibility. Through a be- 
quest, in addition to funds which will 
be realized from the anticipated sale of 
the property, brighter days are ahead 
in this regard. Efforts are being made 
to clear up the indebtedness completely 
within the next few years. 


Steps toward more democratic pro- 
cedures were taken by the synod in de- 
claring, through its revised rules, that 
committee chairmen shall be elected by 
the respective committees, not ap- 
pointed. No member shall serve on any 
committee for more than three years. 
Terms of service for trustees and direc- 
tors of institutions are limited to nine 
years. 

Synod’s next meeting will be held at 
Mobile’s Government Street church in 
connection with the church’s 115th an- 
niversary, 


Assembly Agencies Report 
Gain in Gifts for Six Months 


General Assembly agencies, as re- 
ported through September, show the fol- 
lowing gains in benevolences for the 
first half of the church year: 


Foreign Missions (Nashville), $272,- 
758: increase, $14,555. This does not 
include the elders’ and deacons’ fund, 
$3,520. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $129,708; 
increase, $15,465. 


Christian Education and Ministerial 


Relief (Louisville), $62,825; increase, 
$10,364. 

Religious Education and  Publica- 
tion (Richmond), $19,532; increase, 
$3,294. 


No report from the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School or the Defense Service Coun- 
cil. 


OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Australian Presbyterians Vote 
For Federal Union of Churches 

Sydney, Australia (RNS, By Wireless) 
—Plans for federal union with the 
Methodist and Congregational Churches 
were approved by Australian Presbyte. 
rians at their General Assembly here, 
The action is regarded as a move toward 
corporate union after a period of prepa- 
ration and education. 

No doctrinal points are involved ip 
the agreement between the three 
bodies, and each church maintains its 
own identity while cooperating on such 
matters as education, missions and g0- 
cial services. 











KAGAWA INTERVIEWED 


Believes Japanese—-And Americans—Must Repent 





(The foilowing interview with Toyo- 
hiko Kagawa was sent by Mr. Lipp to 
Dr. Alvin E. Bell, pastor of the Glen- 
wood Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio, 
of which he is a member. Dr. Bell made 
it available to Religious News Service.) 


Tokyo (By Air Mail).—Toyohiko Ka- 
gawa, Japanese Christian, liberal, and 
social worker, believes the people of 
America, as well as of Japan, must re- 
pent because “there can never be 
brotherhood without repentance on both 
sides.”’ 

That was the message he gave me for 
American Christians in reply to the 
question, ‘‘What can they do to help 
Japan and the Christians in Japan?’’ 


Side-by-Side Missionaries 


“What can we 
Do you want teachers, 


I asked Dr. Kagawa: 
do tangibly? 
missionaries?” 

“We want missionaries,’ he replied, 
“only if they will work side by side 
with Japanese Christians and not try 
to lead or direct us as members of a 
conquering nation.” 

Through suffering, privation and 
death, he explained, Japanese Chris- 
tians were forced to go underground 
during the war. They have been pre- 
pared slowly, deepened spiritually and 
are now ready for the work of evan- 
gelism as never before. 

Stressing that the progress of Chris- 
tianity in Japan must spring from the 
people themselves, he said they have 
the spiritual power and the leadership, 
and need missionaries who will work 
with them, not above them. 

“We need Bibles,” Kagawa added. 
“Bibles and religious works already 
translated into Japanese. All our 
printing and publishing facilities have 
been destroyed through the bombings. 
We need presses and printing equip- 
ment, or money to buy them. These are 
the tangible needs which you can sup- 
ply us with now.” 


Defeat Is a “Blessing” 





As for the war itself, Kagawa as- 


serted it was a ‘“‘blessing’’ that Japan 
lost. ‘‘Now we are set free of weapons 
and the destructive forces which have 
led us,’ he said. ‘‘We can move in 
only one way—the direction toward 
peace.”’ 

Today, Kagawa holds an important 
advisory position in Japan’s newly 
formed cabinet, a fact which I believe 
is among the signs which point toward 
a democratic renaissance within the na- 
tion. 


I met Kagawa in the little kindergar- 
ten which is part of his church in Kami- 
kitizawa, a suburb of Tokyo. He lives 
there with his family, having given his 
house and property to those of the 
neighborhood who had been bombed 
out, 


Kagawa has grown thin and sunken, 
There was scarcely any resemblance be- 
tween him and the photographs of five 
years ago, beyond the same intensity 
in the eyes and the general expression 
of a man who had undergone great 
spiritual suffering and emerged trium- 
phant. 

His secretary whispered to me: “Dr. 
Kagawa has changed so much, especially 
during the past months. He is so thin, 
He gets so little sleep. But you can 
see how poised and calm he is. It is 
because he lives deeply through Christ.” 

As I talked to Kagawa, I forgot that 
he was wearing the uniform of the 
United States Navy. I forgot that he 
was a member of that nation which had 
fought us so bitterly, so treacherously 
here in the Pacific. I knew only that I 
was talking to a great human being and 
Christian, a man capable of re-vitalizing 
Japan through the simple power of liv- 
ing deeply through Christ. 

It cannot be over-emphasized to the 
American people as a whole how great 
is the force of this one man among the 
Japanese. He is not merely respected or 
honored. He is loved, even as the mem- 
ory of Lincoln is loved in America. 

If America will understand Kagawa, 
America will understand the democra- 
tic impulse which is surging upward in 
Japan today. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


‘We have had our last chance. If we do not now devise some greater and more equitable system 


Armageddon will be at our door. The problem basically is theological.’’—Douglas MacArthur 


“The Kingdom of God 


or World Revolution” 


By JAMES E. BEAR* 


reported to have said, “It is Christ or chaos, the 

Kingdom of God or world revolution.’”’ Evidently it 
seemed to him, as he faced the dreadful situation of that 
day, there were no other alternatives. Either Christ must 
be enthroned as Lord of life or the world was headed for 
chaos, either the Kingdom of God must be established upon 
earth 01 our civilization would disintegrate in destructive 
revolution. Our second world war, we realize, was but a 
continuation of the first, and it may well seem to us that 
the crisis has only been delayed, and that these same al- 
ternatives press upon us more heavily than they did upon 
men a generation ago. We long for a world of peace and 
righteousness and prosperity, but we realize all too keenly 
that unless we can solve our pressing and seemingly in- 
soluble problems of race and class and nation, the future 
will inevitably bring more dreadful wars and a greater 
disintegration of life. 


D vrever the First World War David Lloyd George is 


The Kingdom on Earth? 


Can we establish the Kingdom of God here on earth? 
We note that Lloyd George did not say, ‘It is chaos and 
then Christ, it is world revolution and then the establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of God.’ Some today do believe 
that is God’s order: an ever deepening chaos followed by 
the return of Christ, the growing forces of evil gathering 
for Armageddon before the supernatural establishment of 
the Kingdom of God. Lloyd George saw possible alterna- 
tives for us here and now, not successive stages in history. 
Which view you hold makes a tremendous difference in your 
outlook on human life and duty. The crux of the ques- 
tion is, can the Kingdom of God be established on earth 
through forces now at work, or must we await its super- 
natural establishment at the Second Coming of Christ? 

In the last two centuries there have been three gen- 
eral views of the Kingdom and its coming. We may call 
the first the over-optimistic views; the second, the over- 
pessimistic view; and the third, the realistic view, which 
is distinctly optimistic as to the progress of God’s work 
in the world and yet avoids the over-optimism of the first 
view. 


I. The Over-Optimistic View 


This view holds that the Kingdom of God can be es- 
tablished in its fulness upon this earth by forces now at 
work. Let us look at three varieties of this view. 

(1) There has been the Roman Catholic view which has 


"identified the Kingdom with the Roman Catholic Church. 


For them the strengthening and extension of the Catholic 
Church is the building of the Kingdom. When the Roman 
Catholic Church establishes itself as supreme over the 
world, then the Kingdom will be established, and life will 
be ordered according to the will of God through the au- 
thority of the church. To this end Catholics labor, and 
since they believe it is the will of God that such a Kingdom 





*Dr. Bear is professor of New Testament Exegesis at 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. His article, ap- 
pearing in two parts, will be concluded next week. It pro- 
vides the substance of lectures he has given in different 
parts of the church. Because of wide-spread discussion of 
the subject we have been urged to provide reprints of the 
article, the pamphlet will be offered for sale at ten cents, 
single copy; 15 for $1; 50 for $3; 100 for $5, cash with 
order. 


should come upon earth, they view the future with op- 
timism. 

(2) There is a secular view of the Kingdom which has 
been over-optimistic. In this view the term ‘‘Kingdom’”’ 
is used to represent an ideal state of human society. This 
non-Christian or humanistic view has held that this ideal 
state could be established through human effort, through 
such means as the extension of education, the spread of 
democratic principles and the permeation of all life by 
our scientific civilization. This view was optimistic because 
it believed in the doctrine of progress in the world, which 
is ever onward and upward. Therefore the attainment of 
an ideal society was not only possible but inevitable, and 
at the end of the iast century many thought the golden 
age was just around the corner. 


All the World in One Generation 


(3) Our Protestant forefathers also held a very optimis- 
tic view of the coming of the Kingdom on earth. They 
believed the day would quickly come when the vast ma- 
jority of the world’s inhabitants would become Christians 
and Christian ideals would rule human life. Thus would 
the Kingdom of God be established on earth. Many of 
us remember the slogan, ‘“‘The evangelization of the world 
in this generation.”” To them this goal could be reached 
by forces now at work, but unlike the secular view, they 
were not depending simply on men and man’s efforts. They 
were depending upon the Holy Spirit whom they saw to be 
at work in the world, and upon the efforts of the church. 
They believed that in human society as well as in the in- 
dividual, men work out their salvation, for it is God that 
worketh in them (Phil. 2:12-13). 

They had, undoubtedly, an over-optimistic view of the 
speedy Christianization of the world. They failed to reckon 
sufficiently with the forces of organized evil in the world 
or with sin in human nature which makes imperfect and 
disappointing even the constructive work of Christians. But 
we, in turn, are prone to overlook or forget the ground 
of their confident optimism. Indeed, they had a three-fold 
ground: 

(a) They saw the Holy Spirit at work in the world. They 
lived in a period of repeated revival. God was calling men 
to himself and transforming human life through such men 
as the Wesleys, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards, Gil- 
bert Tennant, Finney, Moody, Chapman, Sunday and a 
host of others. Multitudes were converted and the church 
was growing by leaps and bounds. 

(b) The past two centuries saw the rise and expansion 
of practically all of the great agencies of the church, e. g., 
the modern foreign missionary movement, the Bible socie- 
ties and tract societies, the Sunday school, the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Y. W. C. A., the Salvation Army, the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement, the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, the 
woman’s missionary societies to be followed by the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary, Christian Endeavor and all other forms 
of organized young people’s work, Bible conferences, etc. 
All of these have started and had their marvelous world- 
wide expansion since the days of our great-grandfathers. 
How poor our life would be without them! Yet let us not 
forget that our forefathers saw these organizations ag the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the evidence of the 
earnest zeal of God’s people. 

(c) Our forefathers not only saw the Holy Spirit at work 
in the world and the rise of such church auxiliaries, but 
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they also thought they saw the providence of God in the 
many inventions of their day which made communications 
more rapid and which increasingly bound the world to- 
gethes and made the expansion of the gospel more easy. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that they thought the 
triumph of the gospel was close at hand. 
W of disillusionment and pessimism. The rosy dreams 
of inevitable progress vanished in the stark reve- 
lation of the power of evil in the world revealed by the 
First World War. It was seen that the agencies on which 
men had depended to bring the golden age, such as de- 
mocracy and education and science, were either futile or 
could be used to bring destruction. Progress there might 
be in the world, but it became an open question whether 
the progress of our civilization. was not downward rather 
than upward. Oswald Spengler wrote his Decline of the 
West. It has been declared by many that we have come 
to the end of an age, and many more have been dubious 
if not pessimistic about what the future might bring. Hu- 
manism with its glorification of man and his ability has 
been shocked into silence by the super-man and the super- 
race of our day and their deeds. 

Not only have the humanists been humbled and made 
pessimistic by the events of our period, but religious men 
have been greatly affected by the prevailing pessimism; 
and they feel they have ground for their pessimism. The 
Spirit of God does not seem to be at work. There are no 
great revivals evident today. Much of the fine structure 
of a better world, in ideals and achievements, in institu- 
tions and organized work, has been damaged if not swept 
away. The forces of evil have seemed to carry all before 
them and the church has seemed to be helpless and power- 
less to oppose them. In Europe especially where the church 
had to face the power of the totalitarian state, its leaders 
became filled with pessimism. In 1911 William Merrill 


wrote one of our hymns which voiced the optimism of our 
fathers: 


Il. Over-Pessimistic Views 


E LIVE TODAY in a period of spiritual deadness, 


Rise up, O men of God, 
His Kingdom tarries long 
Bring in the day of brotherhood, 
And end the night of wrong. 


The pessimism of the European leaders of the Reformed 
Chureh has been pictured in a parody on Merrill’s hymn: 


Sit down, O men of God 
His Kingdom he will bring, 
Whenever it may please his will; 
You cannot do a thing. 


Dispensational Premillenarians 


An over-pessimistic 
America whom 
lenarians. 


view 
we may call 


has been held by many in 
the Dispensational Premil- 
This is the group of which Dr. C. I. Scofield 
has been the popular representative and guide through 
the notes in his widely used Reference Bible. Many of 
you, perhaps, have used this Bible, but have not become 
conscious of the deeply pessimistic view which its dis- 
tinctive Dispensational teachings present. 

The distinctive views of the Dispensational Premillena- 
rians arose in the beginning of the last century. The 
early years of that century, like our own, were a time 
of political and social unrest and spiritual deadness. Many 
earnest Christians turned anew to a study of the Bible, 
especially of prophecy. One of the marked results of this 
prophetic study was the wide conviction that prophecy 


pointed to the imminent coming of Christ, and the 19th 


century was preeminently a time of date-setting for the 
Second Coming. 


Among these Bible students were a little group in Dub- 
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lin, Ireland, the dominant figure among whom was John 
Nelson Darby. About 1830 a new “truth” dawned upon 
this group, the belief that the church is a distinct body 
from the Kingdom and that through the “rapture’’ it will 
be spared the tribulations at the end of this age. 

In this Dispensational view, the Kingdom promised in 
the Old Testament is promised to the Jewish nation, and 
all the promises of good, both material and political, will 
be fulfilled for them literally. The Old Testament prophets 
are said not to have forseen the church as a body.1, so 
all they had to say refers only to the coming Messianic 
Kingdom. Therefore, we must reject the view, says Dr. 
Scofield, that the Old Testament promises are fulfilled in 
the church. The Kingdom Jesus proclaimed as “at hand” 
is taken to be the political and national restoration of 
the Jews to power and prestige.2 Although the Jews 
interpreted the Old Testament as do the Dispensational- 
ists, and although they longed for their political freedom 
and world preeminence, yet, strange to say, according to 
the Dispensational view, they rejected Jesus’s offer, and 
he then postponed the establishment of the Kingdom till 
his Second Coming.4 In place of the Kingdom, he 
said he would establish his church, something new and 
unrelated to the Kingdom group.5 

This view of the “postponed Kingdom” carries with 
it the teaching that at least the early chapters of Matthew, 
including the Sermon on the Mount and the Lord’s Prayer, 
are not given for Christians, (i. e., members of the church) 
but for the Jews of the future Kingdom age. Some Dis- 
pensationalists go further and say all of the Gospels are 
“Kingdom teaching,’ so that even the Great Commission 
(Matt. 28:18-20) is not for the church but for the Jews 
of the ‘‘tribulation period.”’ 

How will this Messianic Kingdom be established? Dr. 
Scofield declares that when Jesus returns it will be estab- 
lished by ‘‘power, not persuasion.’’6 Thus, force, ex- 
erted by Christ in person, and not the convincing and con- 
verting power of the Holy Spirit who is now at work in the 
world, is the means of its establishment. One can but 
wonder why Christ did not use force rather than per- 
suasion at his first coming if the Kingdom will eventually 
have to be established by force. Why did he allow men 
to reject his offer? 

The Dispensational view of the church is that it is a 
body distinct from the kingdom. It is the “body of 
Christ,’”’ the mystery hid in God, whose character is re- 
vealed only in the Epistles.7 This church group is a 
favored group. It will be taken out of this world before 
the ‘‘great tribulation” at the end of the age by a “rap- 
ture” and will remain with Christ somewhere in the air 
for seven years while the earth is undergoing terrible suf- 
fering. The church is then to return with Christ at his 
“revelation” to rule over the earthly Kingdom of which it 
is not a part. 

Such are some of the new and peculiar views of the Dis- 
pensational group of the Premilleanarians. Let us now note 
the pessimistic outlook of this group. They can see no 
hope for the world in which they live. They think it is 
not God’s purpose in our age to make this a better world. 
The work of the Holy Spirit, according to this teaching, 
is limited to the calling out of the ‘“‘elect,’’ the small group 
which will form the church. In the ‘“‘last days’? which lie 
immediately before us, evil will increase, and distress and 
turmoil and war are the expected thing. Why, therefore, 
should Christians try to improve conditions here in the 
world? Such efforts would be in vain, they say. Indeed, 
such efforts would show a lack of understanding of the 
purpose of God in this age. On the other hand, they may 
almost rejoice with a holy joy in the growth of evil 
here, for such is a sign of the imminent coming of the 
Lord. 

Not only is the world headed for chaos and destruction, 
but the church (i. e., the visible church) is to end in fail- 
ure, for “the predicted future of the visible church is apos- 
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tasy.’"8 Of course the advocate of this view usually 
feels that he and his followers are in the “little flock’’ 
(Luke 12:32) who are sure of salvation, but he is inclined 
to look with doubt and suspicion upon all other church 
members, for is it not prophesied that most of them will 
prove false? 

This pessimism extends also to the glorious Messianic 
Kingdom. It is to be established by the personal return 
of Christ. All will be compelled to enter it and to live 
in accord with its righteous laws, and out-breaking sin 
will be punished with instant judgment. During the King- 
dom age the “enormous majority of the earth’s inhabi- 
tants will be saved.’’9 And yet, this glorious kingdom, 
even under the personal rule of Christ himself, will end 
in failure. Evidently salvation does not prevent apostasy, 
for we find that at the end of the thousand years the 
“saints” are so few that they are shut up in the Holy 
City, and the enemies of God and his Christ are in number 
as ‘‘the sand of the sea.” (Rev. 20:8-9). Salvation comes 
to them only by Divine intervention, ‘‘the fire from hea- 
ven,” for all present forces for good have proved ‘inade- 
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quate. 

Here we see the characteristic mark of the pessimistic 
religious man. He cannot believe that the Divine power 
at work in the world, in the church or in the kingdom, is 
adequate to overcome the forces of evil. It will always 
take a new, marvelous intervention of God to make a new 
start and overcome evil. Since this is so, men need not 
try to do anything to make a better world society. If 
he saves his own soul and snatches a few brands from 
the burning he will do well. 

(Next week—A Realistic View of the Kingdom.) 


1. Scofield Reference Bible, page 711, par. 2. 
2. Ibid. page 898, par. 8. 

3. Ibid., page 998, note 3. 

4. Ibid., page 1011, notes 1 and 2. 

5. Ibid., pages 998, note 3 and 1017, note 3. 
6. Ibid., page 977, note (3) e. 

7. Ibid., pages 990, par. 1; 1017, note 3. 

8. Ibid., page 1276, note 1. 

9. Ibid., page 977, (d). 


How a treasurer’s unorthodox prayer brought routine 


affairs under the heading of Kingdom business 


When Hughie Prayed 


By HARRY AYRES RELYEA 


IKE MANY CHRISTIANS of his generation, Hughie 
L Garrison had been taught by a pious mother to “say 
his prayers.’’ As the years passed, in regular at- 
tendance upon public services he became acquainted with 
the usual prayer forms of the congregation and joined 
in them more or’less audibly. But for the rest, his prayer 
life consisted in quiet thoughtfulness with an upward look 
and in occasional javelin-like thrusts of petition or thanks 
under conditions of particular stress. These prayer habits 
were not an outcrop of negligence, but quite deliberate. 
For Hughie Garrison had a dedicated gift to be coveted 
by any church official. His forte and pleasure was church 
finances; he knew how to promote them, how to conserve 
expenditures, when to spend freely, how to approach a 
delinquent for his overdues and fifteen minutes later leave 
said delinquent restored in his good will toward the church 
and minus a check for his arrears. It was natural enough 
that in time Hughie should become treasurer of his church, 
on his part quite willingly, for he said, ‘Let the others 
do the speaking and praying, I will do the financing—the 
planning, the sweating, the waiting, and the meeting of 
apportionments.” And so well did he accomplish these 
things that no one would have denied, least of all his 
praying compatriots who eschewed financial responsibility 
as they would a plague, that Hughie was a pillar and a 
bulwark of the local assembly of the saints. 


Hughie Garrison Will Lead in Prayer 


Yet it was his propensity for finances which one inevit- 
able day (or night, rather) put Hughie ‘‘on the spot,” 
and in the following manner. The finance committee, con- 
fronted with one of those frequent emergencies not un- 
known to most churches, foregathered at the home of the 
chairman to investigate, debate, collate in such manner 
as is customary on such occasions. The time having ar- 
rived to call the meeting to order, the good chairman 
looked about to select someone to offer preliminary prayer. 
(This chairman was wise enough in the affairs of the King- 
dom to know that no finance committee could transact the 
Lord’s business successfully without prayer.) But the 
pastor was untimely late, perhaps an expression of his 
general reluctance to ‘“‘face the music’”’ when the tune was 
“deficit,” and among those present was none accustomed to 
praying in public, as strange and regrettable as this may 





appear to be. Then the eyes of the chairman lighted upon 
the treasurer, whose burden this was first and last, and 
as lightning from heaven came the request that Hughie 
lead the committee in prayer. 

Hughie stood to his feet and prayed. It was a though- 
ful prayer, for he had given much thought to that situa- 
tion which brought them together. It was an eloquent 
prayer, with a natural eloquence born of interest and de- 
votion. None was more surprised how readily the words 
formed themselves into a pattern of prayer than was 
Hughie himself. But the difficulty came a moment later 
when, having said all, Hughie knew that it was time to stop 
praying and to begin working. How did one close a pub- 
lic prayer appropriately, smoothly, fittingly? The familiar 
phrases which he had heard again and again from the lips 
of others would not form on his own tongue. They all 
eluded him. Then it was that, stammering, Hughie’s mind 
fell back upon the familiar office practice which engaged 
him day after day at his business. He did not fall back 
upon the expedient of beginning all over again and re- 
peating himself. Instead, with dignity and clarity of tone 
he concluded by saying, ‘“‘Sincerely yours, Lord.’’ There 
was silence for the space of a moment, during which the 
brethren “got their bearings.” Then the chairman an- 
swered deeply down from his heart, ‘‘Amen! Sincerely 
yours, Lord!” 


A Highly Successful Meeting 


The meeting was highly successful, as I can testify, for 
in a few days arrived a check for long-delayed salary. 
And the committeemen have told me many times since that 
Hughie’s prayer that night seemed to bring the business 
at hand into the category of Kingdom business as had 
nothing before or since. 

All of which leads me to opine that the business life 
of the church and its prayer life belong to one another; 
that the financial prosperity of any congregation may de- 
pend more than we realize upon the readiness of the lay 
leaders of the church to break away from traditional form 
long enough to make prayer meaningful, offering their part- 
nership in the King’s business upon the deep and tratural 
note of “Sincerely yours, Lord!’’—Reprinted by permis- 
sion of The Methodist Layman. 
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EDITORIAL 


Emphasis on Worship 


The recent, article by Chaplain 
Stroup—‘The Fatal Lure of Liturgy”— 
bids fair to create a lively discussion 
of current trends in worship. This wil 
be all to the good since far too many 
Sunday morning services, for example, 
indicate that no one has done any 
serious thinking about what goes into 
the service and how it is arranged. 
Many are neither logically nor psycho- 
logically planned or conducted. Many 





offend in taste and arrangement. Many 
impede, instead of stimulating, true 
worship. 


The contention that some people, in 
attempting to “enrich” their services, 
are doing so by tacking on here and 
there, new or different items in which 
minister, choir, congregation or all three 
may engage, is a valid criticism. One 
session, after engaging in a period of 
deliberate study of the order of service, 
brought forth a new arrangement which 
paid scant tribute to any of the laws 
of worship which the generations have 
proved valid. Why this should be made 
a matter of sessional concern (except 
in a general supervisory way) is not 
too clearly seen, since most elders have 
had little training in the fundamentals 
of the subject. They can tell what 
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violates the former pattern too sharply, 
but they might be hard-pressed to at- 
tempt to explain—and to demonstrate— 
how to use the organ prelude in develop- 
ing an attitude or worship, or to tell] 
why it is customary to sing the Gloria 
after a responsive reading from the 
Psalms; or why it is wrong to say or 
to sing “Amen” softly. For that mat- 
ter, it might be interesting, if not 
valuable, to have the minister explain 
what an invocation is and to have his 
prayer at that point seek the one pur- 
pose which an invocation should seek. 
It might be good, also, to see how many 
people know what “Amen” means, or 
how to pray “in the name” of Christ. 
It would not be amiss to examine the 
idea of some that the clue to a “regu- 
lar’’ Presbyterian service is that it be- 
gins with the long-meter doxology. 

Certainly most of our churches do 
not need less emphasis upon worship; 
they should not be encouraged in any- 
thing that will make the present serv- 
ices less orderly or less meaningful. 
Most of them need far more care and 
planning than they now receive. 

If choirs and ministers could be 
stimulated to study a few good books 
on worship—and there are some excel- 
lent ones—and if their sharpened in- 
sights could be shared with their con- 
gregations, not half so many people 
would sit (or stand) restlessly until 
“the preliminaries’’ are out of the way, 
waiting for the time when they can fold 
their hands and listen to a sermon. If 
more serious and intelligent use were 
made of carefully planned corporate 
worship. then, from the one such ex- 
perience that multitudes of people have, 
they might carry into their private wor- 
ship a mind-set and a pattern of atti- 
tudes which would make their moments 
of quiet luminous with the power and 
presence of the Spirit. 





Advance in Home Missions 


Notices in these columns, and many 
other means, are being used during this 
month to focus the church’s attention 
on “The Home Missions Emergency 
Fund Campaign.” The needs which the 
church seeks to meet through this ef- 
fort might well be rubhed into the con- 
science of Southern Presbyterians. But 
no statement which we have seen ap- 
nears to be as well caleulated to av'aken 
us from siumberinug seif-satisfaction as 
that of tne Assemovly’s moderator as re- 
ported on ;vge ‘hree of this issue. 

Speakin: to the S:nod of Alabama, 
Dr. Young called in stirring, challeng- 
ing terms, for sucn a renewed dedica- 
tion to the pioneering, progressive faith 
of our fathers as tu make us willing vec 
venture from our settled forms and 
habits of churchianity with a burninz 
vision of vast multitudes of people and 
of growing areas of our population with- 
out Cnaristian training or advantages. 
His evaluation of our home mission pro- 
gram is no criticism of individuais or 
groups; it is rather a condemnation of 
the entire church's willingness to follow 
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conventional procedure to keep lifeless 
bodies alive, while the throbbing move- 
ments of our naticnal life are viewed 
from a distance wih deep wistfulness 
and almost utter ineffectiveness. 

Our sectional organization, with no 
demands upon us to think in terms of 
the whole nation and its fundamental 
weifare, has inevitably made ‘t hard for 
us to plan comprehensively and far 
enough in advance to meet situations 
which have arisen. The emergency fund 
campaign is a step—but only a step—in 
the right direction. It is a step that 
must be taken, and one that should be 
taken with enthusiasm, but, at the same 
time we must keep trying (or rather, 
we must begin trying) to see how to 
eliminate overlapping and competition 
with our Christian brethren of other de- 
nominations and we must find ways to 
join forces in a thoroughgoing unity to 
win America from its materialistic pa- 
ganism, 

If we are not aroused by the chal- 
lenge of the emergency campaign, it is 
not likely that any effort demanding 
more of us will move us very far along 
the way. 


On the Air—Across the South 


Present indications are that another 
evidence of how much more can be done 
in cooperation than in denominational 
competition will be seen when our As- 
sembly’s radio program is announced. 
All the way through this work has been 
directed with the utmost skill and un- 
derstanding. Now we are awaiting de- 
tails of the plan which will provide us 
with ‘full coverage” of the South in 
a manner in which no church could have 
gone it alone, 

Last year’s first efforts of the radio 
committee brought enthusiastic praise, 
instructions to erect a department, and 
an adequate budget. These latest ac- 
complishments will enable us to add 
praise to praise. 


The Fayetteville Declaration 


My signed editorial on ‘‘No More 
Compromise” (June 18) has produced 
a variety of reactions. I could wish 
the replies had used the word “com- 
promise” in the same sense in which I 
used it. Everybody knows, none bet- 
ter than the editors of The Journal, 





DID YOU KNOW 


—that the Highland Park 
church, Dallas, Texas, which the 
Assembly’s home missions com- 
mittee helped to start nineteen 
years ago, has now contributed to 
all cavses of the church more than 
$1,000,000 














By R.L. ST. CLAIR ® 
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that the recommendations regarding 
the Federal Council which were before 
the 1943 and the 1944 Assemblies 
were compromise recommendations. In 
order to bring in a unanimous report 
from the standing committee on For- 
eign Relations, one group agreed to 
vote to let the matter rest until after 
the war, and the other group agreed to 
recommend that a subsequent Assembly 
submit the matter to the presbyteries 
for their advice. 

The inferences drawn in the article 
appearing in The Journal of Septem- 
ber 15 are scarcely justified by my 
editorial. I want to say very definitely 
that this article does not represent my 
attitude toward my brethren with whom 
I do not see eye to eye. It is based on 
a use of the word ‘‘compromise”’ which 
does not appear in what I wrote. 

But since my views have been given 
the rather grandiloquent title of ‘“‘The 
Fayetteville Declaration’’ I would like 
to put forth a declaration of the law 
and precedent of our church which I be- 
lieve to be unassailable. 

1. The General Assembly should ad- 
here to the constitutional law and pro- 


are referred to the presbyteries, the ma- 
jority vote of the presbyteries for or 
against settles the question, has no ba- 
sis in our Presbyterian polity. 


laration of our law and procedure. If 
this is the law, let me urge again that 
we have no compromise regarding it. 
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cedure of our church. “Those people have to wait till the 

2. Our law requires that the matter wrong has been done and then they 
of organic union must first be approved rush in and add to the sum of violence. 
by one Assembly; then it must be ap- They make their living out of the evil 
proved by three-fourths of the pres- in the earth. Nobody makes it his 
pyteries; then the next Assembly may business to get down inside of people 
or may not enact it. The action of and set them right from the heart out.” 
three-fourths of the presbyteries does ‘“That’s not practical,” broke in 


not make mandatory the enactment by Japheth, who had just dropped in. 
the Assembly. Methuselah winced. We had never 


3. In all other matters of foreign re- been practical and he knew it. It was 
lations our law and precedent give the bis great weakness. Japheth went on: 
Assembly authority to take final action ‘HOw much good do you think one man 


without reference to the presbyteries. could do in the millions of the world? 
4. The Assembly may refer such And how in the world would you pro- 
matters to the presbyteries for advice, Pose to get at people from the inside? 


but the action of the presbyteries is Tell me that.” 


purely advisory and in no way binds 
the Assembly. 


HE OLD MAN thought a moment. 
T “T have an idea,” he said. ‘‘We do 

not know God as well as I hope men 
will know him some day, but we do know 
he hates all this selfishness and hatred 
and violence in the earth. Now, suppose 
God could get into people’s minds in 
some way, I mean suppose people could 
be made to sympathize with God and 
see things the way he sees them, 
wouldn’t that change the world?”’ 

“Why, yes,” said Shem. 


5. The inference that when matters 


I invite anyone to study this dec- 


JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 





WANTED! A CHURCH! 


Methuselah Needs a Word 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Yes, but how would you do it?” 
asked Japheth. 

“Well, now, suppose some one did 
make it his business to persuade men 
to sympathize with God. Suppose some 
one spent his time, so to speak, put- 





“Go ye into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations.” Matt. 28:19. 


ETHUSELAH OFTEN WON- 
DERED what was wrong with 
the world, although like all his 

contemporaries he did nothing about it. 
The old man would sit in the sun, comb- 
ing his long, luxuriant beard, grumbling 
to any one who would listen about the 
wicked ways of mankind. 

“Great-grandpapa,” said Shem one 
afternoon, “I declare, I believe if the 
world were good you’d have nothing 
left to talk about.” 

“T’d be out of practice talking about 
that kind of world, and no mistake,” 
retorted Shem’s ancestor. ‘I’m 800 
years older than you, my boy, but if I 
were eight centuries your junior [ still 
think the world would be bad enough 
to talk about.” 

Shem was shocked. For the ark was 
then in construction and already slated 
to sail for the shores of the New Era. 

“Great-grandpapa, you can’t be 
serious,” he protested. ‘‘Papa is going 
to start a new world, and there’s not 
going to be anybody there but us. All 
the badness‘ of this world will be 
washed out.” 

The old man almost laughed, but he 
was too polite. ‘‘Water can’t get in- 
side you, my boy,” he said. ‘‘Remem- 
ber you were born on this side of the 
Flood. There’s too much of me in you. 
Your cousins on the Cain side will all 
be dead, but you’ll be related to them 
just the same. Besides, I’d hate to 


ting God into people. I don’t mean you 


could do that as easily as pouring medi- 
think you all were not original. If 1. down their throats, but I mean 


Heen's smart enough to hme an Ark, helping people to understand God so 
he’s smart enough to think up some that more and more people would be 
kind of meanness no one ever thought Pe 

affected by him ese 
of before. No, it'll still be a bad 


“One person wouldn’t get around in 
world.” 


six lifetimes,’’ said Japheth. 

“No, he couldn’t. What we would 
really need is a whole company of peo- 
ple, a sort of society, all with the same 
idea, all friends of God and all out to 
make other friends for God.’”’ 

“Where would they get the time?” 
said Shem. 

“And how would they make a living?” 
asked Japheth. 


“Some could work at it all the time,” 


ELL, GREAT-GRANDPAPA, if 

you’re so sure about it, what do 

you suppose is the use of this 

flood? If a flood can’t cure the world, 
what will?” 

“T’ve often thought about it,’’ said 
the old man. “You know, it occurred 
to me the other day that when all’s 
said and done, there are just two things 
wrong with the world. One is that peo- 
ple are wrong on the inside. It isn’t S4id Methuselah. ‘They might even 
simply a matter of murder and violence. >€ Paid for it. Seems to me a man 
People have that kind of mind and they WO would spend all his waking hours 
think about such things and want to do ™aking the world better would be worth 
them. You can’t make people over by 22Y amount of silver and gold. But we 
washing them off or washing them cut. COUld have a lot of other people in 
You’ve got to get at them from the the society who worked at it in their 
inside, somehow. And so far as I know, SPare time, so to speak. The society 
no one has ever tried to do that. might even help a great deal simply by 

“The other thing wrong is that no- carrying on a demonstration all the 
body makes it his business to set the time of what it would mean to under- 
world right.” stand God and live by that understand- 

“Oh, Great-grandpapa, how can you ing. The persuaders would not have to 
say that? Look at the big Antediluvian 7° Much talking. They would just say— 
Army and Navy and Canal Defense 100k at our Society!” 

Guard. Look at the A. B. I., just “You seem to have it all worked 

think of all the policemen and lawyers out,” said Japheth. ‘All you need for 

we have here in Antediluvia. There your society is a name.” 

must be thousands of people on the “That’s it,” answered Methuselah 

public payroll who are paid to set the with a far-away look in his old blue 

world right.” eyes. “I need a name . . I need a 
“That’s not it,’ said Methuselah. Name.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Dr. Gammon Leads in 


College Fund Drive 
Virginia News Letter 


Under the leadership of President 
Edgar G. Gammon, Hampden-Sydney 
College, has begun the campaign for 
$500,000 authorized by the Synod of 
Virginia. This effort is meeting with an 
enthusiastic response on the part of 
ministers and laymen. Dr. Gammon has 
given stirring messages at a number of 
presbytery meetings. In one of these 
he said: ‘In its 169 years, Hampden- 
Sydney has sent out a steady stream 
of ministers, missionaries, elders, 
deacons and Christian leaders, and we 
intend to produce this same stream in 
the future. If Christian leader- 
ship were ever needed in our world, it 
certainly is today. . . . The liberal arts 
college is the type of educational in- 
stitution which meets the approval of 
our educational leaders both for the 
present and the future. . . . The Pres- 
byterians, who always place the highest 
value on education, have been lax about 
our own educational institutions. . 
Every objective, to succeed in the Pres- 
byterian system, depends on the indi- 
vidual attitude of the individual pastor. 
Only when the minister, himself, feels 
strongly inclined to support a cause, can 
it succeed. We must build up 
in our student bodies, in addition to a 
sense of right and privilege, a sense of 
duty and responsibility.” 


Activities of Snake-Handlers Draw 
Jeffersonian Quotation from Governor 


The death of a young mother and her 
new-born child in Wise County, as a re- 
sult of the bites of a rattlesnake used 
by a fanatical snake-handling religious 
cult, has attracted state-wide attention. 
The husband of this woman, a leader 
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of the cult, has been charged with man- 
slaughter and his case will come before 
the grand jury. Snake-handling cultists 
are also found in Lee County. When 
Governor Darden ordered state police 
to kill all rattlesnakes collected for such 
demonstrations, he was accused of vio- 
lating the Jeffersonian principle of re- 
ligious liberty. In reply he quoted 
Thomas Jefferson: ‘‘Whatsoever is law- 
ful in the Commonwealth, or committed 
to the subject in the ordinary way, can- 
not be forbidden to him for religious 
uses; and whatsoever is prejudicial to 
the Commonwealth in their ordinary 
uses, and, therefore, prohibited by the 
laws, ought not to be permitted to 
churches in their sacred rights. For 
instance, it is unlawful in the ordinary 
course of things to murder a child. 
It should not be permitted any sect 
then to sacrifice children.’”” Many per- 
sons feel that the fanaticism of the 
snake-handlers is due in large measure 
to the failure of Virginia to provide 
adequate public school opportunities for 
her boys and girls in the less accessible 
areas. The 1940 census of illiteracy 
showed that ‘‘73,000 Virginians above 
the age of normal enrollment had never 
attended school as long as one session. 
More than 244,000 had less than five 
years’ schooling.’’ 





Council of Churches Moves 
Ahead on Many Fronts 


The Department of Evangelism and 
Worship of the Virginia Council of 
Churches is holding a series of one-day 
missions to Christian teachers through- 
out the state. Five one-day confer- 
ences on church architecture will be 
sponsored by this department under the 
leadership of Dr. E. M. Conover, of the 
Interdenominational Bureau of Archi- 
tecture. The Department of Religious 
Education conducted an institute for 
teachers of week-day religious educa- 
tion for six days in Bridgewater with 
72 present. The Department on Inter- 
racial Cooperation will conduct an in- 
stitute on “The Returning Veteran” in 





MI 
100% EDIBLE 


Virginia 


LK 
98% DIGESTIBLE 


| Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 








1776 


Independence. 


sions. 


* Emphasis upon Character, 
Guidance. 





HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VA. 
Distinguished Record of Service Since the Declaration of 


* Notable Production of Leaders in Public Life and Profes- 


Scholarship and Individual 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 








‘ 





OCTOBER 15, 1945 


the Second Presbyterian Church, Rich- 
mond, Nov. 8-9. Leading church 
women of the State are organizing the 
Virginia Council of Church Women, 
which will also serve as the Woman's 
Department of the State Council of 
Churches. 


Raleigh Court Church, Debt Free, Is 
Dedicated at World-wide Communion 


The Raleigh Court church in Roa- 
noke dedicated its church building, 
which is now free of debt, on World- 
wide Communion Sunday. In April of 
this year there was a debt of $19,000 
on this building, in which the congre- 
gation has worshipped since 1926. Under 
the leadership of Z. V. Roberson, who 
has been the pastor since 1925, a Debt 
Free Committee was set up to secure 
pledges for paying off the debt in honor 
of those on the church military service 
roll. At its organization in 1924 there 
were 151 charter members. Now the 
membership totals 710. 


Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic Women 
Seek to Solve Peacetime Problems 


For the first time in history the Rich- 
mond Council of Church Women and 
the Richmond Federation of Church 
Women (the two groups include Prot- 
estants, Jews, and Catholics) held a 
joint meeting recently, focusing atten- 
tion on problems of peacetime life in 
Richmond. The institute, on the sub- 
ject of “Our City,’”’ divided into seven 
conference groups, each on an impor- 
tant aspect of community life. Among 
those on the faculty of seven were: Vir- 
ginius Dabney, editor of the Times-Dis- 
patch; Henry Lee Robison, of the Vir- 
ginia Council of Churches, and James 
C. Faw, of the Richmond Community 
Council. 


Miscellany 


Winchester Presbytery now sponsors 
a weekly radio program over Station 
WINC, Winchester. Coming each Fri- 
day night the program, which includes 
a brief prevue of the Sunday school les- 
son, will use different ministers of the 
presbytery, with their choirs. . . 
Warren D. Bowman, of Washington, 
nationally known for his books and mes- 
sages on personal counselling in mat- 
ters of home problems, conducted a 
three-day family institute recently in 
the Second church, Roanoke. . . . Octo- 
ber and November will see a num- 
ber of leadership training schools, co- 
operative and otherwise, throughout the 
synod—in Norfolk, Staunton, Ports- 
mouth, Richmond and elsewhere. . _ 
Margie Lee Phipps, graduate of Mary 
Baldwin college and the Assembly’s 
Training school, has begun her work as 
Sunday school extension director for the 
synod. She will remain in a community 
from three to six weeks, helping to es- 
tablish new outposts. Pastors and ses- 
sions arrange for her help through the 
office of the regional director of religious 
education, T. K. Currie. 

DUNBAR H. OGDEN, JR. 

Staunton. 
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Presbyterian “Pursenality” 


Recently, on being asked ‘“‘What is a Christian?”’ a wise man cleverly classified 
the members of some religious denominations. 





In speaking of the Presbyterians, he said 


“PAYS FOR IT LIKE A PRESBYTERIAN” 

That is an appreciated compliment. There was a time when we deserved that 
plaudit. With the crying need for the financial support of our Presbyterian insti- 
tutions of Christian higher education one wonders if we deserve that classification 
now. 


Dr. Walter W. Moore once said: ‘Presbyterians once were leaders in the field 
of Christian Education. But we have now lost our place of primacy.”’ 


One of our great needs today is the right apportionment of our 
financial support. This calls for— 


PRESBYTERIAN “PURSENALITY” 
Presbyterians give to practically every good cause. Have we related 


our purses to the cause of Christian higher education in our own 
church? 


One of the greatest needs of our colleges and seminaries today is consecrated 
money. Funds are needed to keep up our present program of Christian higher 
education. Not one of our seminaries or colleges has sufficient funds to operate 
with highest efficiency. In addition, larger equipment is needed. 


THE BIG PROBLEM IS LACK OF FUNDS 


Our General Assembly has declared that the time is NOW. Money is avail- 
able. Many Presbyterian purses are larger than ever before. It is our task to 
devote some of these funds to the channel of Presbyterian Christian higher edu- 
cation. 


WHAT ABOUT YOUR PRESBYTERIAN “PURSENALITY”? 


Are you doing your share in this task? 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


REV. WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., SECRETARY 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 





Correspondents from the various synods 
for the next year are listed below. Items 
of more than local significance should be 
reported to them for possible inclusion in 
news letters before the dates indicated: 

Alabama, Warner L. Hall, Tuscalowsa, 
December 4. 


Appalachia, E. B. McGukin, Knoxville, 
December 4. 

Arkansas, Walker B. Healy, Hot 
Springs, November 20. 

Florida, D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwa- 





Mitchell College 


Statesville, North Carolina 
An Accredited Junior College—Stand- 
ard college course. One- or two-year 
-ommercial course. Piano, voice, or- 
gan, art. For catalog, write to 
MISS FRANCES STRIBLING, 
President 
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ter, November 27. 

Georgia, A. V. Gibson, Atlanta, Novem- 
ber 20. 

Kentucky, Fred 
Green, January 9. 

Louisiana, John S. Land, New Orleans, 
November 6. 

Mississippi, E. G. Boyce, French Camp, 
December 11. 

Missouri, L. 


P. Turner, Bowling 


I. Stell, Mexico, Dec. 18. 
North Carolina, J. M. Walker, Jr., Roa- 
noke Rapids, November 13. 
Oklahoma, 
City, 


E. V. Ramage, 
December 11. 


Oklahoma 


South Carolina, James Appleby, Ander- 
son, November 6. 

Tennessee, John H. Leith, Nashville, Oc- 
tober 30. 


Texas, Thomas B. Gallaher, Waco, 
tober 16. 


Oc- 


Virginia, Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Staun- 
ton, December 27. 

West Virginia, Harmon 
Bluefield, October 23. 


B. Ramsey, 
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perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 


is more than a fact-finding ex- 
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MEMORIAL 





JESSE COLIN ROWAN 


On the morning of July 15, 1945, Dr. 
Jesse Colin Rowan was called to his 
Eternal Home. 

He was for twelve years pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Con- 
cord, N. C., and left an enviable record, 
for his work among us was outstand- 
ing, both as a citizen and as a religious 
leader. 

It was he who organized the Healing 
Mission in Concord that did so much for 
the sick among the poor and needy, and 
which was later taken over by the Sal- 
vation Army. 

He was a lover of things beautiful and 
it was he who conceived and directed the 
building of our church, one of the most 
beautiful in the land, which will ever be 
a memorial to him. 

He was loved and admired by all who 
knew him, and in his death there is left 
a memory that will be cherished, not only 
by the family, but by the church and the 
community. 

L. T. HARTSELL, J. A. CANNON, F. 

Cc. NIBLOCK, Committee of the Ses- 
sion. 





J. ERIS CASSELL 
March 20, 1897—July 15, 1945 


Whereas, God, in his infinite wisdom has 
seen fit to call J. Eris Cassell, our fel- 
low-laborer in Christ, to his Eternal 
Home, 

The Board of Deacons of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Concord, N. C., wishes 
to express its deep appreciation for his 
life and work among us. 

We will long remember his Christian 
service as an honored member of this 
board, as the efficient treasurer of the 
church, as the faithful superintendent of 
the Sunday School, and as an ardent sup- 
porter of the church in all of its activities. 
We are grateful to God for his staunch 
character and unfailing loyalty to that 
which was right and good, and for this 
witness which he made in the church, the 
school and the community at large. 

We offer to his family our sympathy 
and the consolation of the God of all com- 
fort and grace whose servants serve him 
forevermore. 

Cc. A. FURR, STUART MORRISON, 

JR., THOMAS L. ROSS, Committee 
of the Board of Deacons. 


Under Your Control 


—your estate has your con- 
stant care and management, 
for an estate cannot take 
care of itself. 


Perpetuate that care and 
management your estate 
requires by naming _ this 
Company your executor 
and trustee. 


Virginia Trust Company 


THE SAFE EXEOCUTOR 


RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Member Foderal Deposit Insurance 
Corperaticon 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Making the Home Christian 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 21 


Luke 10:38-42; 


We study this week the second of a 
series of three lessons on the Christian 
home. Our topic last week was ‘‘The 
Home, a School of Christian Living.” 
One point that stood out was the fact 
that parents cannot transmit the Chris- 
tian faith to their children unless the 
home itself is permeated with the spirit 
of Christ. 

Our lesson this week emphasizes two 
of the things which are needed if the 
home is to be truly Christian, 


I. Fellowship with Jesus, Lk. 10:38-42 


Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, two sis- 
ters, with their brother, lived in 
Bethany, a few miles out of Jerusalem. 
Martha was evidently the elder of the 
two sisters and the mistress of the 
home. On this occasion she received 
(the Greek verb means to welcome as 
a guest) Jesus into her home. It was 
probably not the first time and cer- 
tainly not the last. For John tells us 
that Mary and Martha and Lazarus all 
loved Jesus and that he loved them in 
return (Jn. 11:3-5). 

On this visit Mary was sitting at 
Jesus’ feet, listening eagerly, intently 
to his words. Martha, meanwhile, was 
cumbered about much serving. The 
margin of the R. V. tells us that the 
word translated ‘‘cumbered’” means 
“distracted.’”’ Literally the verb means 
to draw around. Explaining the word, 
A. T. Robertson says, “One has some- 
times seen women whose faces are liter- 
ally drawn around with anxiety, with a 
permanent twist, distracted in mind and 
in looks.”” And she was cumbered about 
“much” serving. She was preparing an 
elaborate meal and had let it get on her 
“nerves.”’ Instead of calling Mary 
quietly to the kitchen, she came up to 
Jesus—the word suggests rather that 
she burst in upon Jesus, an explosive 
act, as is the speech that follows, say- 
ing: “Lord, is it all one to you that 
my sister has left me to do all the work 
alone? Come, tell her to lend me a 
hand.” Dr. Snowden remarks: ‘This 
curt utterance which tries to be respect- 
ful and yet every word of which quivers 
with suppressed anger was a stinging 
rebuke to Mary that must have made 
her face flush scarlet with astonish- 
ment and shame, and it dared to let 
its flash fall even upon Jesus himself,” 
impertinently blaming him for the mis- 
conduct of her sister. 

Jesus refused to take sides against 
Mary. Instead ‘he delivered a gentle re- 
buke to Martha. It was a very gentle 
rebuke, if indeed we can call it such, 
for the words are soothing. They served, 


I am sure, to break the tension, to probable. 


I Cor. 13:4-11 


the success of her dinner, to restore her 
once more to her normally sweet and 
equitable temper. ‘Martha, Martha,” 
he said, ‘‘you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is 
needful; Mary has chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken away from 
her.”’ 

It can hardly be doubted that in spite 
of Jesus’ words, the sympathies of most 
American women, and also of most 
American men, go out to Martha rather 
than to Mary in this scene, possibly be- 
cause we ourselves are more like 
Martha than we are like Mary. 

It must be acknowledged that Martha 
was a busy, energetic woman, greatly 
concerned with the physical comfort of 
her guests, and no doubt with other 
folks as well. These are qualities greatly 
to be desired. We could not get along 
without Martha and her successors in 
the home and in the community at 
large. 

At the same time we cannot ignore 
the fact that Martha was ‘“‘cumbered”’ 
about much serving, that she allowed 
herself to become worried, anxious, up- 
set over things, which, important as 
they seem to many hostesses, are, after 
all, less important than some other 
things. More, she became fretful, petu- 
lant, acrimonious. She committed an 
unpardonable social error by rebuking 
a member of her family in the presence 
of her guest, and even attempted to 
force her guest to take sides publicly 
against her sister. We are forced to 
recognize also that Martha’s concern 
about the physical comfort of her guests 
was so great that she missed the golden 
words that fell from Jesus’ lips, and 
that would have fed her own soul and 
that of others to whom she might have 
passed them. Jesus did not rebuke 
Martha for the pains taken for his 
physical comfort, neither did he show 
any lack of appreciation for her well 
appointed dinner. But, when burdened 
and distracted with the petty cares of 
the home, she became impatient and 
irritable, he intimated that she was un- 
duly concerned with trivial matters, and 
had missed the good that her sister had 
found. 

What about Mary? Many of us 
quietly assume that she imposed on her 
sister. She sat at Jesus’ feet and fed 
her own soul, while Martha was left 
to do the work of the household and 
prepare to feed the hungry guests. Per- 
haps this was the case. We cannot 
absolutely deny it, but neither can we 
prove it, and in view of Jesus’ subse- 
quent remarks it seems extremely im- 
I imagine, though I con- 


relieve Martha of undue anxiety over fess I do not know, that Mary had done 


her part already, that she had planned 
to have her part done in order that she 
might be with Jesus. It is quite cer- 
tain that in a well-to-do home like that 
which belonged to Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus, there were servants to carry 
on the necessary details. Martha was 
cumbered about much serving, not be- 
cause she was left to do all the work 
alone, but because she was overcome 
with trifles, more concerned that the 
table should be set just right than she 
was with hearkening to the words of 
Jesus. 

How then are we to contrast the 
characters of Mary and Martha? Are 
we to say with the majority of com- 
mentators that Mary was the meditative 
type while Martha was the active type; 
that Mary was “‘spiritual’’ while Martha 
was “‘practical,’”’ and speak-of the rela- 
tive value of these two types of women 
and of men? If we do, we read a great 
deal into the narrative, more than is 
actually here. Jesus’ words make it 
very plain that Martha is the type of 
woman who allows herself to become 
worried, fretful, and overburdened with 
non-essentials. Do we meet such women 
today? Of course, we do, and men as 
well. We all know fine Christian men 
and women who are borne down by 
trifles, who are often cross and irri- 
table, because they take some things 
too seriously. They need a better sense 
of values, the saving grace of humor, 
to be able to laugh—at themselves. 

But Martha’s undue concern about 
her dinner not only spoiled her temper, 
it also deprived her of the company of 
Jesus. And that was more serious. 
Martha is the woman who allows her- 
self to become immersed in the details 
of life, so that she misses the essentials. 
She is the woman who allows “things” 
to rob her of companionship with Jesus. 
We see her in present day life. She 
is so busy running her home, going to 
bridge parties perhaps, so concerned, it 
may be, with her family, that she 
gradually pushes Christ out of her life. 
She misses the church services in order 
to prepare a Sunday dinner. Men like- 
wise give themselves so completely to 
their business that they neglect the sal- 
vation of their souls. We see such men 
and women on the golf courses on Sun- 
day. They are so busy during the week, 
they say, that they must take the Sab- 
bath day for physical recreation, but it 
leaves them no time for spiritual re- 
creation. Like Martha, they have a per- 
verted sense of values. They place more 
store on the material than they do on 
the spiritual. 


Why is it that we are so burdened 
and fretful? Why are we so often cross 
and irritable? Why is it that things 
do not run better in our homes? Is it 
because we put too much weight on 
trifles, because we have let ‘“‘things’’ 
keep us away from Jesus? Oftentimes 
this is the case. If we had a proper 
sense of values, if we spent more time 
in the company of the Master, we would 
not allow the little things of life to fret 
our souls? Many of us are fretful, wor- 
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We let things get on 

our nerves. Our home atmosphere is 
no longer restful. And Jesus would say 
to us: “Martha (or Virginia, or John, 
or Henry), you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing, the 
most important thing, is lacking.” 

What is the supreme good of life? I 

would put it thus: Companionship with 
Jesus is the greatest good in life. And 
if we allow anything to destroy that 
fellowship, or to keep us from culti- 
vating his presence, then we have 
missed the greatest good of life, and it 
will show ultimately in our disposition, 
our temper, and in the atmosphere of 
our homes. 


ried, impatient. 


II. Love for One Another 
I Cor. 13:4-13 


If we are to build a Christian home we 
must seek fellowship with Christ; we 
must also cultivate love for one another. 
In I Cor. 13:4-7 Paul tells how Christian 
love manifests itself. He is speaking 
of love as it manifests itself in the 
church, in the community, in the whole 
of life. But the home is not excluded. 
Indeed, it is in the home that it must 
be manifested first; it is in the home 
that such love develops the loveliest 
fruit. It will help us, therefore, to think 
through this familiar passage, apply- 
ing it especially to the home—to the 
father, the mother, the son, and the 
daughter, but above all to ourselves. 

(1) Love, says Paul, suffereth long; 
i. e., is long-tempered, slow to anger, 
slow to take offence, or to inflict punish- 
ment, and (2) is kind. Longsuffering 
is the negative virtue; kindness the 
positive. Longsuffering enables us to 
overcome and restrain our tempers; 
kindness enables us to overcome any 
tendency toward selfishness. It makes 
us thoughtful ang attentive to the needs 
of others. 

(3) Love knows neither envy nor 


jealousy; (4) vaunteth not itself, that 
is, it is not forward or self-assertive, 
does not boast, or as Moffatt translates 
it, makes no parade; (5) is not puffed 
up or conceited. Puffed up refers to 
the inner state; vaunteth not itself to 
the outward expression. 


(6) Love aoes not behave itself un- 
seemly. Weymouth translates, “‘is never 
rude”; Plummer puts it, “is always 
tactful’; Lias says, ‘“‘is never betrayed 
into forgetfulness of what is due to 
others.” 


(7) Love seeketh not its own. Moffatt 
translates, ‘‘is never selfish.’”’ Dods 
says, ‘‘Neither is love ever on the watch 
for its own rights, scrupulously exact- 
ing the remuneration, the recognition, 
the applause, the precedence, the defer- 
ence that may be its due.” (8) Is not 
provoked, that is, does not fly into a 
“age, is not embittered by injuries, 
whether real or supposed. Moffatt trans- 
lates it, “is mever irritated.’”’ (9) 
Taketh not account of evil; that is, 
does not keep an account of all the real 
or imaginary evils that have been done 
to it, therefore, stores up no resentment. 
Chrysostom translated, “is not sus- 
ficious.” 


(10) Love rejoiceth not in unright- 


eousness; in other words, she does not. 


sympathize with what is evil; she is 
never glad when others go wrong; she 
finds no malignant pleasure in seeking 
Yeputations exploded; in discovering the 
sins, the hypocrisy, the mistakes of 
other men. On the other hand (11), 
love rejoices in the truth. Perhaps it 
means this: Love chooses to see the 
truth coming to light and triumphing, 
even if it should be contrary to the 
opinion cherished by it, rather than to 
see error, which might be most useful 
to it, hold its ground. 

(12) Love beareth all things. Some 
think this means that love can endure 
all things, others that it excuses all 
things; as Godet says, love seeks to 
excuse others, to throw a mantle over 
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their faults and that is more in accord 
with what follows. (13) Love believeth 
all things. Calvin remarks on this 
verse: “Not that a Christian should 
knowingly and willingly suffer himself 
to be imposed upon; not that he should 
deprive himself of prudence and judg- 
ment, but that he should esteem it bet- 
ter to be deceived by his kindness and 
gentleness of heart than to injure his 
brother by needless suspicion. Love is 
always ready to think the best, to put 
the most favorable construction on any- 
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lowance for human weaknesses which 
can be done without betraying the truth 
of God. And finally (14), love hopes 
all things. When love has no evidence, 
it believes the best. When the evidence 
is adverse it hopes for the best. And 
when hopes have been repeatedly dis- 
appointed it still courageously waits.” 

We have seen something of this love 
in our mothers (think for a moment of 
how this was true of your Own mother). 
It was perfectly manifest in Christ. It 
is the norm or standard by which we 
may measure our own lives—in the 
home and out of it. 

The gifts which the Corinthians 
prized so highly would pass away. The 
“tongues” which they coveted were a 
rapturous mode of addressing God, and 
no such rapture would be needed when 
the spirit came into his immediate pres- 
ence. As a matter of fact this gift did 
not last more than a generation or two. 
Prophecy is useful as a lamp in the 
darkness, but it will be useless when the 
Eternal Day has dawned. So our 
present knowledge of divine things will 
be swallowed up in the higher knowl- 
edge of the future. When the Kingdom 
of God reaches its perfect development 
of the second coming of Christ, says 
Paul, it will bring the perfection both 
of knowledge and inspiration, and that 
which is in part shall be done away. All 
of these things belong to the childhood 
of the race and will ultimately be out- 
grown, as the man outgrows the toys 
of a child. Now we see in a mirror 
darkly (the mirrors of antiquity were 
indistinct, being made of polished’ metal, 
not of glass and quicksilver), but then 
face to face. To see a friend’s face in 
a cheap mirror would be very different 
from the partial, distorted, perplexing 
picture we have gotten here on earth. 

Paul dwells upon the transitoriness 
of these particular gifts because they 
were the ones so highly valued by the 
Corinthians. No doubt, if he were writ- 
ing to us he would mention other gifts 
and possessions which we will not be 
able to carry into the Great Beyond. 
Faith and hope and love, however, will 
abide not only in this world but also 
in the next. Faith, because trust and 
self-surrender must ever be the means 
of our communion with God; hope, be- 
cause we shall continually catch new 
perspectives of glory and look forward 
with assurance to some fresh fulfill- 
ment of God’s redemptive purpose. But 
the greatest of these gifts that abides is 
love. Henry Drummond suggests that 
this is true because love is the final end; 
faith and hope are necessary, but they 
flower at the last into love. 

Is it true that no spiritual endow- 
ment has value in God’s sight if it is 
exercised without love? For example, 
orthodoxy, zeal for the truth, high 
moral standards? Think how each of 
the attributes of love sketched by Paul 
in 13:4-8 is manifested in our modern 
life, in those who live nearest to Christ. 
Can such love be exhibited in the home? 
Should it be confined to the home? Can 
it overcome evil better than force? 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


J. R. McMahon, former pastor of the 
Monmouth, Ill., ehurch (USA), has been 
installed as pastor of the Wetumpka and 
Millbrook churches in Alabama. 

William H. Boyd and Richard L. 
Scoggins have been installed as pastors 
of the Andalusia and Oak Park (Ala.) 
churches, respectively. Both men have 
been serving as stated supply. 

C. H. Webster, formerly at La Pine, 
Ala., is now stated supply of the Florala, 
Ala., church. 

J. Leighton Scott, formerly at Eliza- 
bethtown, Ky., has become pastor of the 
First church, West Memphis, Ark. 








CHAPLAINS 


Joe M. Brown from FPO, San Fran- 
cisco, to 1103 E. Leon St., Greenville, 
Texas. 

S. Evans Brown from Norfolk to USS 
Hector, cr, FPO, San Francisco. 

Duncan R. Crockett from Williams- 
burg to NTC, Box 975, Bainbridge, Md. 

W. Ted Fix from FPO, San Francisco, 
to NAS, Box 50, Oakland 14, Calif. 

Gordon F. Garlington from Knoxville 
to NAS, Melbourne, Fla. 

Lawrence E. Gilbert from Williams- 
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burg to USNB, Advance Base Rec. Bks., 
Port Huenema, Calif. 

Robert A. Pfrangle from FPO, San 
Francisco to USNSC, USNA Station, New 
Orleans. 

Charles E.*Raynal, Jr., from Boston 
to 14 Kelly St., Statesville, N. C. 

Theoderic E. Roberts, Jr., from Long 
Beach to USN Separation Center, Mem- 
phis. 

James H, Skelton, Jr., from Shoema- 
ker, Calif., to Commissioning Detail, USS 
Dane, (APA), 900 S. W. Front Ave., 
Portland 4, Oregon. 

William W.-Travis from New Orleans 
to Navy 401, ér. FPO, New York. ; 

William W. Winter from Great Lakes 
to USS Midway (CVB-41), cr FPO, 
New York, 

Charles W. Worth from Charleston to 
USCG Personnel Sep. Center No. -6, 
Cockspur Is., Savannah, Ga. 

Henry H. Bear from APO, New York, 
to 405 S. Lewis St., La Grange, Ga. 

David G. Davies from APO, New York, 
to Stockbridge,- Ga. 

Linwood G. Gebb from Fort Ogle- 
thorpe to Transport Millford Victory, 
HRPE, Newport News. 

Jack T. Goodykoontz from APO, San 
Francisco, to 810 Highland Circle, Co- 
lumbus, Miss. 

William B. Hooker from APO, New 
York, to Vaiden, Miss. 

John K. Johaston from APO, New 
York, to Bishopville, S. C. 
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John W. McQueen from Fort 
ning to Box 275, Decatur, Ga. 

Allen C. McSween from Fort Bragg to 
13 Cleveland St., Clinton, S. C. 

John B. Smith from Riverside, Calif, 
to Station (Debark) Hosp., Camp Haan, 
Calif. - 

A. C. Summers from Daly City, Calif, 
to 2624 21st Ave., North, Birmingham 
7,, 

William McI, Thompson from AP0, 
New York, to 3410 Chamberlayne Ave. 
nue, Richmond, Va. 

William C. Williams from Denver to 
Hosp. Center, Camp Carson, Colo. 


DEMOBILIZED 
J. G. Morrison from APO, San Fran. 
cisco; to Kenansville, N. C. 
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